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 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This Study has been initiated by the Towns of East Greenbush, Schodack, Nassau 
and the Village of Nassau to study the feasibility of interconnecting the various 
municipalities with a multi-use recreational trail. The proposed trail would follow an 
old electric trolley line alignment which is currently owned by National Grid and is 
used for electric transmission lines. Early in the process of the evaluation the 
following goals were established for the study: 
 

 Better define proposed alignment 
 Identify appropriate crossing locations and types 

 Identify constraints and major conflicts 
 Develop a conceptual cost estimate 
 Prioritize implementation 
 Identify potential funding sources 

 
The proposed 15 mile recreational trail would begin where Route 203 enters into 
Rensselaer County and would extend north through the Town and Village of Nassau 
where it would then begin to head west through the Town of Schodack eventually 
ending in the Town of East Greenbush near the City of Rensselaer line in close 
proximity to Routes 9/20. 

This study has been prepared to provide the trail sponsors and local officials with 
additional information of the trail specifics and the actions to be completed to 
advance the project. The following are the studies key findings: 

 The current cost estimate to complete the entire 15 mile trail ranges between 
$5.5 - $9.4 million dollars. 

 There does not appear to be any significant historical or environmental 
obstacles to the completion of the trail. 

 The completion of the trail will require 29 minor road crossings, 8 major road 
crossings and 4 bridges. 

 Building the trail in segments is recommended to allow for phased 
implementation, funding purposes and to gain public support for the eventual 
completion of the entire vision. 

 Advancing Segment 2 (from US Route 4 to the Schodack town line) as the 
first segment is recommended. 

The next steps towards implementation include seeking funding to advance the 
design and eventual construction of the first segment.  During the design phase 
more detailed evaluations of the costs and impacts will be examined including 
alternative alignments to reduce costs by avoiding bridges or major road crossings.   
Public informational meetings will also be conducted during preliminary design to 
provide more detail on the specifics and to solicit comments on the design. 
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1.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Towns of East Greenbush, Schodack and Nassau along with the Village of 
Nassau located in Rensselaer County, New York, have retained the services of 
Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. (GPI) to evaluate the feasibility of creating a multi-use 
recreational trail to interconnect the towns and village along a former trolley rail line.  

1.1  HISTORY 

The proposed 15-mile recreational trail was first identified in the Hudson River Valley 
Greenway Trail Vision Plan in 2004 and again in the Rensselaer County Trail Vision 
Plan which consolidated all of the existing and planned trail corridors within the 
County to a single map. Elected officials from Rensselaer County and the three 
municipalities identified the former rail line as a unique opportunity to create a 
recreational trail which would link the three communities and fit within the County’s 
overall Trail Vision Plan. A grant was then secured from the Hudson River Valley 
Greenway to perform this feasibility study. 
 
The proposed trail is in the right-of-way of the former Albany Hudson Electric Trolley 
line which is currently under sole ownership of National Grid. In some areas it is used 
informally for recreational purposes and is relatively flat with a gravel surface which 
is overgrown in some parts. Formalizing and enhancing the recreational use of the 
trail in certain areas would provide needed safety features for users which are not 
currently available under the informal use. 

1.2  PROJECT GOALS 

The project team met with representatives from the Town of East Greenbush 
Planning Department, trail advocates and National Grid during the course of the 
Study to review the project goals, progress of the evaluation and to help formulate 
the recommendations. The project goals were identified as follows: 
 

 Better define proposed alignment 

 Identify appropriate crossing locations and types 
 Identify constraints and major conflicts 
 Develop a conceptual cost estimate 
 Prioritize implementation 
 Identify potential funding sources 

 
The representatives provided valuable feedback and guidance for the evaluation of a 
multi-use recreational trail which will form a connection from Columbia County to 
The Town of East Greenbush that can be accessed by alternative means of 
transportation. 
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1.3 PROJECT LIMITS 

The trail begins in Rensselaer County in the Town of Nassau near Route 203 and 
runs north along the Valatie Kill, parallel to Route 203 through the Village of Nassau 
to Nassau Lake. It then goes west, parallel to Route 20, through the Towns of 
Schodack and East Greenbush. It ends in East Greenbush near the border with the 
City of Rensselaer, where it could connect in the future to the Hudson River 
Greenway Trail. In addition, the proposed 15 mile recreational trail also has the 
potential to connect with the Harlem Valley Rail Trail to the south in Columbia 
County. FIGURE 1-1 shows a copy of the 2009 Rensselaer County Trail Vision Map 
and FIGURE 1-2 shows the Trail Location Map. 

1.4 TRAIL OWNERSHIP 

As stated previously, the proposed trail is in the right-of-way (ROW) of the former 
Albany Hudson Electric Trolley line which is currently under sole ownership of 
National Grid. The portion of National Grid ROW which is currently being evaluated 
was identified as an electric sub-transmission line which runs through Rensselaer and 
Columbia Counties. 
 
The project team met with representatives from National Grid to discuss 
requirements for implementing a recreational trail along a National Grid ROW. 
National Grid has a Property Transaction Review (PTR) process for reviewing 
requests to use its transmission rights-of-way. National Grid considers several factors 
when evaluating requests for recreational trails including safety, protection of utility 
structures and facilities, access and environmental impact. The following information 
is required by National Grid to evaluate a proposed recreational trail: 
 

 A complete set of engineered plans 
 Complete project details with specifications 

 Scope of work 
 Project Schedule 
 Approved funding commitment for construction, and maintenance 
 Requestor’s contact information, provide authorizing documentation 
 Entity to execute agreement 

 
Furthermore, a design review fee is required by National Grid to evaluate the 
information provided above for a proposed recreational trail along its ROW.  
 

The project sponsor/municipality will need to acquire either a revocable permit or 
longer duration permit (which may require Public Service Commission approval) from 
National Grid and will be responsible for maintenance and enforcement of the 
recreational trail. 
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2.  EXISTING CONDITIONS 

The following data was compiled through field observation, aerial images, and files 
acquired from various agencies. This data was used to determine the existing 
conditions of the proposed trail alignment. The following sections provide a 
description of those conditions. 

2.1  STUDY AREA 

The study area is located within the Towns of East Greenbush, Schodack, Nassau 
and the Village of Nassau in Rensselaer County, NY and consists of right-of-way 
solely owned by National Grid which was formerly the Albany Hudson Electric Trolley 
line. The proposed trail traverses through primarily residential and commercial land 
uses within the Town of East Greenbush while traversing through residential and 
agricultural land uses within the Town of Schodack, Nassau and Village of Nassau.  
 
Currently the electric transmission corridor is lined with trees and grass with some 
locations having informal roads used to access transmission facilities and structures 
for maintenance activities. In the more densely populated portions of the proposed 
trail, you can find existing informal trails consisting of an unimproved dirt/stone 
surface. At certain locations, the proposed alignment is in close proximity to 
wetlands, streams and ponds and periodically crosses various roadways. 

2.2  TRAIL CONSTRAINTS 

There are several constraints which will pose challenges to the design and 
construction of the proposed trail including environmental, geometric, major 
crossings and adjacent development. 

Environmental 

A cursory review of available NYSDEC mapping indicated there are several locations 
where the proposed trail alignment is in close proximity to streams, ponds or 
wetlands. FIGURE 2-1 displays the proposed trail alignment in relation to the 
NYSDEC wetlands mapping. 
 
Review of the New York State Historic Preservation Office mapping indicated there 
are locations along proposed trail in close proximity to archeologically sensitive or 
historically significant areas. FIGURE 2-2 displays the proposed trail alignment in 
relation to SHPO mapping. 
 
Because the proposed trail is expected to follow an existing alignment the 
environmental impacts associated with the construction of the trail are not expected 
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to be extensive. However, anticipated review and coordination with the following 
agencies should be assumed: 
 

 New York State Office of Historic Preservation (SHPO) – Review indicated a 
portion of the project limits is within an Archaeological Sensitive area and 
since disturbance of soil is probable, a Phase 1A/1B study may be necessary. 
 

 Federal Wetlands (ACOE) – Review of the National Wetland Inventory 
mapping (NWI) indicated several wetlands along the project route.  Further 
studies will be necessary to determine the extent of any impact. 
 

 State Wetlands (NYSDEC) - Review of the NYSDEC Wetlands indicate the 
project is located within a defined wetland check zone and further studies will 
be necessary to determine the extent of any impact. 

 
 Storm water (NYSDEC) – this project will disturb over 1 acre of land, However 

will only be required to address Soil and Erosion Control per the NYSDEC GP-
0-10-001 General Construction Activity Permit.  

 

 Endangered or Threatened Species – Review of the listing of the federal 
endangered species indicates that endangered species could be present 
within the project limits and further studies may be necessary to determine 
any impact.   
 

Review and confirmation of any impacts in these area is typically completed as 

part of preliminary design. 

Geometric 

Geometric constraints may include portions of the trail which may have steep grades 
or side slopes which may require additional safety features such as safety railings or 
fencing to protect trail users. 

Major Crossings 

There are several locations were the proposed trail is expected to cross a major 
highway or will require the construction of a bridge structure to cross a waterway. 
This study considers a these types of crossings as major crossings which means they 
will require a higher level of investment than crossing a minor residential street with 
low speeds and less traffic. FIGURE 2-3 outlines the expected major crossings 
along the proposed recreational trail alignment. 
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A major highway crossing will require 
a higher level of awareness to notify 
motorists and trail users of the 
crossing. Crossing Columbia Turnpike 
(Routes 9/20) or Route 4 would be 
examples of major highway crossing. 
There are expected to be 8 major 
roadway crossings required to 
complete the recreational trail. 
  

Sample of Major Crossing Required 

 
 

 
Sample of Bridge Crossing Required 

 
 
 

There is a considerable level of design 
effort and construction costs 
associated with the installation of 
structures required to cross 
waterways.  There are four locations 
which have a breach in the continuous 
alignment which will require a 
structure to cross waterways. One is 
required to cross the Moordener Kill 
and three are required to cross the 
Valatie Kill at various points. 

Adjacent Development 

Even though the proposed trail is 
expected to be primarily contained 
within the National Grid ROW, there 
are going to be concerns raised by 
abutting property owners regarding 
the implementation of a recreational 
trail adjacent to their property. It will 
be the responsibility of the project 
development team to adequately 
address any concerns raised by the 
property owners. 
       

Sample of Adjacent Development 
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3.  TRAIL CONCEPT 

3.1  LOCATION OF TRAIL 

The conceptual trail alignment follows the former Albany-Hudson Electric Trolley Line 
which is currently owned by National Grid and is used for electric transmission lines. 
FIGURE 3-1 thru FIGURE 3-9 show the conceptual trail alignment including a few 
locations that provide short alternative alignments which may be considered. 
 
The trail begins in Rensselaer County in the Town of Nassau where Route 203 enters 
Columbia County and runs north along the Valatie Kill, parallel to Route 203 through 
the Village of Nassau to Nassau Lake. It then goes west, parallel to Route 20, 
through the Towns of Schodack and East Greenbush. It ends in East Greenbush near 
the border with the City of Rensselaer, where it could connect in the future to the 
proposed Hudson River Greenway Trail. In addition, a long term vision is to connect 
the proposed 15 mile recreational trail with the Harlem Valley Rail Trail to the south 
in Columbia County. 

3.2  PROPOSED TRAIL USE 

The multi-use recreational trail is intended for non-motorized activities such as 
walking, bicycling and cross-country skiing and not intended for motorized activities 
such as snowmobiling or the use of ATV’s. This limitation is a general condition of 
National Grid when allowing use of their ROW for trails. 
 
Design measures should be taken to prevent motorized traffic from accessing the 
proposed trail however, the proposed design should be mindful of the fact that the 
right-of-way is intended for electric transmission and as such National Grid requires 
proper access to the transmission facilities and structures. 
 



FIGURE 3-2

FIGURE 3-3

FIGURE 3-4

FIGURE 3-5 FIGURE 3-6

FIGURE 3-7

FIGURE 3-5

FIGURE 3-5
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3.3 DESIGN FEATURES 

The design of the multi-use recreational trail will need to follow design criteria and 
standards established by the New York State Department of Transportation 
(NYSDOT), American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO) and National Grid to be eligible to qualify for certain funds. 

 Design Criteria 
 

The table below provides design criteria that should be utilized for the design of the 
proposed recreational trail: 

Critical Design Elements: 
 

Design Element Design Criteria Source 

Width Minimum 10 feet 

Desirable 11 feet 

AASHTO pg. 135 

Design Speed 20 mph minimum 
grade >4% use 30 mph 

AASHTO pg. 144 

Vertical Clearance 8 feet minimum 
10 feet desirable 

AASHTO  pg. 139 

Setback 5 feet from edge of pavement AASHTO pg 137 

Shoulder Max 1:6 slope = 2’ wide shoulder 

Min 1:3 slope = 5’  wide shoulder 
Desirable = 3’ wide 

AASHTO  pg. 137 

Stopping Sight 
Distance 

Descending 195 feet 
Ascending 125 feet 

AASHTO  pg. 149 

Radius Min 74 feet  @ 20 lean angle AASHTO  pg. 146 

Grade 5% Maximum AASHTO  pg. 148 

The above AASHTO information is from the Draft AASHTO Guide for the Planning, 
Design and Operation of Bicycle Facilities, dated February 2010. 
 

Cross Section 
 

The proposed trail will have multiple cross sections due to the variations in 
topography, land use and the proposed alignment. A typical cross section is 
illustrated on the next page and provides a 10 foot wide surface to allow for safe 
two- way operation for walkers, joggers and bicycles. It should be noted that the trail 
section adjacent to roadways will be a 5 feet wide sidewalk which will not permit 
bicycle travel. Bicyclists will be required to share the roadway with motorists at these 
locations which are typically short in length.  
 
The two cross sections provided below are representative of the typical proposed 
trail sections envisioned for the project: 
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Proposed Trail Cross Section 

(Photo from Draft AASHTO Bike Guide Feb 2010) 
 

 
Proposed Trail Cross Section Adjacent to Roadway 

(Photo from NYSDOT HDM Chapter 18 March 2006) 
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Trail Heads and Wayfinding 
 

Trailheads and user information is important 
to the success of recreational trail systems. 
Properly locating trailheads to provide 
convenient access and trail information to 
users will generate a more enjoyable and 
informed experience. Additional features 
can be provided to restrict access 
unauthorized to motorized vehicles 
 

Crossings 
 

The types of crossings that are expected to 
be included the trail design are minor and 
major roadway crossings and structure 
crossings to bridge various waterways. 
Minor roadway crossings can typically be 
found at low speed roadways that carry a 
low volume of traffic whereas a major 
crossing would be found at a high volumes 
roadway with higher speeds.  
 
There is an estimated 41 crossings that would be required to complete the proposed 
recreational trail from end to end. There are four locations that would require the 
construction of structure to cross various bodies of water. 
 

Staging and Logical Terminus 
 
The funding for the design and construction of a 15 mile trail which includes at least 
four bridge structures to cross waterways will be difficult to obtain. For this reason, 
the prioritization of implementation was determined to be critical to the success of 
the overall vision. Designing and constructing an ideal test bed segment of the 
recreational trail would demonstrate potential and generate interest and community 
support for additional trail segments to be completed. 
 
Staging the construction of the recreational trail will also enable the trail sponsors to 
construct portions of the trail as funding becomes available in the future. In order to 
stage the construction, the trail was divided into segments, each containing a logical 
terminus. A logical terminus is an ideal beginning or ending point for a given trail 
segment which should provide convenient access to the trail and be located near a 
parking area or near facilities that generate non-motorized traffic. 
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National Grid Design Requirements 
 
Because the proposed recreational trail alignment is contained within the National 
Grid ROW it will be subject to National Grid design and setback requirements in 
addition to the AASHTO design requirements listed in Section 3.3. A sample of the 
requirements and standards for crossing a transmission ROW is provided in the 
appendix.   The contact information for National Grid representatives is also 
provided. Additional direction from National Grid should be obtained as the planning 
for the project advances. 

3.4 TRAIL CONCEPT DESCRIPTION 

In reviewing the 15 mile length of the corridor established for the Albany-Hudson 
Electric Trail it’s evident there are varying characteristics and design issues 
throughout the length of the trail.  
 
For the purpose of this study, the trail has been divided into five segments to allow 
for staged planning, design and construction as funding becomes available. The 
environmental and social impacts for the entire recreational trail should be detailed 
during future planning and design efforts. The segments begin and end at rational 
locations which allow convenient access to that portion of the trail.  
 
Segment:        From              To       
1. East Greenbush   North Project Limit    Route 4 
2. East Greenbush  Route 4     Schodack Town Line 
3. Schodack   East Greenbush Town Line   Route 150 
4. Schodack    Route 150     Nassau Village Line 
5. Nassau/Schodack  Nassau Village Line     South Project Limit  

 
The five segments are shown on Figure 1-2. Further refinement of these segments 
will likely occur during future planning and design. Each trail segment is detailed 
below with a brief description that summarizes key features. 
 

 
Segment 1: East Greenbush (Project Limit near City of Rensselaer 
Line to US Route 4) 
 
Length: This portion of the trail is approximately 3.0 miles long  
 
Adjacent Land use: Both commercial and residential land uses.  
 
Cross Section:  The trail cross section and roadway cross section will be needed. 
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Terrain: The terrain has some slight grades  
 
Crossings: Major roadway crossings at Routes 9/20 and Route 4 will be required.  
 
Environmental constraints: No major environmental constraints expected. A 
review of the available mapping indicated this segment of the trail will not be 
adjacent to any wetlands. Assume agency coordination and review as noted in 
Section 2.2. 
 
Trail Access and Terminus: Potential trailhead, access and/or parking locations 
have been identified on Figure 3-1 through Figure 3-9. 
 

 

Segment 2: East Greenbush (US Route 4 to Schodack Town Line) 
 
Length: This portion of the trail is approximately 1.5 miles long  
 
Adjacent Land use: Both commercial and residential land uses. Some ROW 
infringement is evident. 
 
Cross Section:  The trail cross section will be needed. 
 
Terrain: The terrain is relatively flat.  
 
Crossings: No major roadway crossings will be required.  
 
Environmental constraints: No major environmental constraints expected. A 
review of the available mapping indicated this segment of the trail will not be 
adjacent to any wetlands. Assume agency coordination and review as noted in 
Section 2.2. 
 
Trail Access and Terminus: Potential trailhead, access and/or parking locations 
have been identified on Figure 3-1 through Figure 3-9.  
 

 
Segment 3: Schodack (East Greenbush Town Line to Route 150) 
 
Length: This portion of the trail is approximately 3.5 miles long  
 
Adjacent Land use: Commercial, residential and agricultural land uses. 
 
Cross Section:  The trail cross section and roadway cross section will be needed. 
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Terrain: The terrain has some slight grades  
 
Crossings: Major roadway crossings at Miller Road and East Schodack Road (Route 
150) will be required.  
 
Environmental constraints:   No major environmental constraints expected. A 
review of the available mapping indicated this segment of the trail will traverse 
through defined wetland check areas. Assume agency coordination and review as 
noted in Section 2.2. 
 
Trail Access and Terminus: Potential trailhead, access and/or parking locations 
have been identified on Figure 3-1 through Figure 3-9. 

 

 
Segment 4: Schodack (Route 150 to Village of Nassau Line) 
 
Length: This portion of the trail is approximately 3.5 miles long  
 
Adjacent Land use: Residential and agricultural land uses. 
 
Cross Section:  The trail cross section and roadway cross section will be needed. 
 
Terrain: The terrain has some slight grades  
 
Crossings: Major crossing at Best Road and structure for the Moordener Kill. 
 
Environmental constraints:   No major environmental constraints expected. A 
review of the available mapping indicated this segment of the trail will traverse 
through defined wetland areas. Because the trail follows an existing defined ROW, 
wetland impacts are expected to be minimal. Assume agency coordination and 
review as noted in Section 2.2. 
 
Trail Access and Terminus: Potential trailhead, access and/or parking locations 
have been identified on Figure 3-1 through Figure 3-9. 

 
 

Segment 5: Nassau/Schodack (Village of Nassau Line to Project 
Limit near Columbia County Line) 
 
Length: This portion of the trail is approximately 3.5 miles long  
 
Adjacent Land use: Commercial, residential and agricultural land uses. 
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Cross Section:  The trail cross section and roadway cross section will be needed. 
 
Terrain: The terrain has some slight grades  
 
Crossings: Major roadway crossings at County Road 7, Route 20 and will require 
three structures for the Valatie Kill. 
 
Environmental constraints:   No major environmental constraints expected. A 
review of the available mapping indicated this segment of the trail will traverse 
through defined wetland areas. Because the trail follows an existing defined ROW, 
wetland impacts are expected to be minimal. Assume agency coordination and 
review as noted in Section 2.2. 
 
Trail Access and Terminus: Potential trailhead, access and/or parking locations 
have been identified on Figure 3-1 through Figure 3-9. 

3.5 REGIONAL TRAIL DEVELOPMENT 

As noted in the Trail Vision Plan for Rensselaer County, there are several planning 
initiatives which are being considered or currently underway. Furthermore, the vision 
demonstrates the regional network of trails which is possible with proper planning 
and community support. 
 
As an example, the Towns of Kinderhook, Stuyvesant and Stockport produced a 
feasibility study and held public information meetings to create an inter-municipal 
recreational trail in Columbia County. This proposed recreational trail will also utilize 
the former Albany-Hudson Electric Trolley ROW which is currently owned and used 
by National Grid for electric transmission lines. This project is further along in the 
process and will serves as a good template for preliminary design and coordination 
efforts required to implement the recreational trail in Rensselaer County. 
 
There will likely be a future opportunity to ultimately link Albany-Hudson Electric Trail  
project with the proposed recreational trail project in Kinderhook and/or the existing 
Harlem Valley Rail Trail which could provide a network which could provide a non-
motorized link between Rensselaer, Columbia and Dutchess Counties. 

3.6 COMMUNITY BENEFITS 

In addition to the recreational benefits provided by the construction of a multi-use 
trail, other benefits including transportation and economic can typically be realized 
after implementation of a trail system. 
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Restaurants, cafes and outdoor outfitter type businesses can be routinely found 
along established trail systems which benefit from trail users. Community leaders and 
planners are now realizing that trails can generate economic development and 
revitalization. It’s likely that similar opportunities for trail associated businesses to be 
created as the trial is constructed. 
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4.  COST ESTIMATES AND FUNDING 

Cost Estimates 

The cost estimate for the proposed trail has been divided into the following 
categories to provide a clear understanding of the costs associated with the 
implementation of the recreational trail: 

 Trail Segments 

 Roadway Crossings 
 Bridges 

At this point in the planning process detailed design drawings have not been 
developed for the trail.  Therefore the budget cost estimates has been developed 
using historical prices for similar trail projects based on a typical cost per mile of a 
trail adjusted by the additional costs for major crossings or other typical features 
such as trail heads, signing etc.  The budget costs provided have attempted to 
include all costs associated with the trail including design, legal services, National 
Grid review fees and construction costs. However the actual costs could vary 
significantly from these budget costs provided depending factors such as  the surface 
type, amenities and the number trailheads/parking areas included in the final design. 

Cost per mile of paved 10 foot wide trail:  $500,000 

Cost per mile of stone dust 10 foot wide trail:  $250,000 

Cost of minor road crossing: $5,000 

Cost of major road crossing: $10,000 

Cost of bridge:  $5,000 /lf 

Cost of new Trail Head:  $50,000 

Paved Trail – This alternative involves the construction of the recreational path to 
provide a 10-foot trail width that would accommodate bicycles, pedestrians and be 
constructed with an asphalt pavement surface. There is typically a higher initial cost 
than a non-paved trail however paved trails typically require less maintenance. 

Non-Paved Trail – building a non paved trail (typically a stone surface) is sometimes 
considered as part of the planning process for trails. A stone trail has some 
advantages such as lower initial cost but typically require more maintenance. While a 
stone trail will provide savings in asphalt, the cost of all other features such as 
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bridges and trail heads will still be required.  We have provided a budget for a stone 
trail for each segment to provide a range of costs for the implementation of the trail.   

Based on these budgeted costs (rounded) the estimates for each segment are as 
follows: 

    

Length (Miles) Paved    Non-Paved 

Segment 1:        3.0   $1,700,000   $ 900,000 

Segment 2:          1.5  $ 900,000   $ 500,000  

Segment 3:    3.5  $1,900,000   $1,000,000 

Segment 4:   3.5  $2,100,000   $1,200,000 

Segment 5:   3.5  $2,800,000   $1,900,000 
 
Total:   15.0  $9,400,000    $5,500,000 
 
 
Potential Funding Sources 
 
Historically, there have been a number of potential funding sources that may be 
available for some of the construction of projects such as the Albany-Hudson Electric 
Trail.   A description of available funding sources that may be available is as follows: 
 
1. Transportation Enhancement Program (TEP): 
The CDTC is the designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) in the Capital 
Region. They are committed to enhancing pedestrian and bicycle mobility in the MPO 
area, which includes Albany, Schenectady, Rensselaer, and Saratoga Counties. As 
part of their planning process, they typically allocate funds for pedestrian, bicycle and 
canal projects. When funds become available under this program, CDTC sends 
notices to local communities and other potential applicants soliciting projects, which 
could be partially funded as part of TEP.  
 
2. Transportation Improvement Program (TIP): 
The CDTC has responsibility under federal law to adopt a multi-year program of 
proposed transportation improvement projects within the MPO area. Similar to TEP, 
CDTC with input from NYSDOT and local governments, is the responsible MPO for 
programming federal transportation funds for state and local highway and transit 
projects. CDTC typically forwards notices to communities soliciting projects, which 
could be partially funded as part of the TIP Program.  
 



 

 

          31                                            
 

                                          
                        

3. New York State Multi-Modal Program Funding (MMPF): 
The Multi-Modal Program legislation requires that all funds be solely utilized for 
capital project costs for construction, reconstruction, reconditioning, and preserving 
of facilities and equipment with a service life of ten (10) years or more. However, 
funds cannot be used for the mandated non-federal matching share of federally 
funded projects. Historically, The amount of funds available under the Multi-Modal 
Program is very limited.  
 
4. Transportation and Community and System Preservation Pilot Program 

(TCSP): 
The TCSP is a nationwide discretionary program administered by the Federal 
Highway Administration. Projects, which are eligible for funding, must meet several 
objectives, which include improving efficiency of the transportation system and 
reducing environmental impacts of transportation.  Similar to the CDBG Program, 
TCSP funding availability is very limited. 
 
5. Spot Improvement Program: 
CDTC has historically set aside $100,000 per year for projects that provide low cost 
pedestrian and bicycle improvements that are too small for other programs such as 
TIP and TEP. Spot improvement projects typically address problems at specific 
locations such as intersections and short lengths of roadway.  
 
6. Safe Routes to School:  
A Federal program administered by NYSDOT that provides funds for projects that 
include the planning, design and construction of infrastructure that will improve the 
ability of elementary school students to walk and bicycle within 2 miles to school.  
The Genet Elementary School and The Holy Spirit Elementary School are both 
located along Trail Segment 2. 
 
Due to current economic conditions the traditional sources for funding of trails has 
been reduced in recent years. However some funding is still available and advancing 
the trail in segments may make it easier to begin implementation of the project.   
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5.  STAGING AND PRIORITIZATION 

As the implementation of the entire 15 mile length of the Albany-Hudson Electric trail 
would require significant funding that would be difficult to obtain at one time, it is 
beneficial to identify a staging plan that could initiate the project. It was determined 
that Segment 2 located in East Greenbush from US Route 4 to the Town of 
Schodack line would be the ideal first segment for the recreational trail for the 
following reasons: 

 This segment of the trail is relatively flat and  

 It would provide a formal non-motorized connection between the residential 
neighborhoods and Genet Elementary School. 

 This segment of the trail is not expected to encounter major constraints 
including environmental, geometric or require any major crossings which will 
help keep costs down.  

 This is the shortest segment and therefore the lowest cost. 
 Two elementary schools are located in this segment which may help qualify 

for Safe Routes to School Funding. 

The major constraint expected for this segment will be addressing property owners 
concerns over having a recreational trail adjacent to their property.  This can be 
addressed through public and individual property owner meetings as the project 
advances to preliminary design.  

Implementation of this trail segment will demonstrate the value of non-motorized 
transportation routes and if successful could generate community support for future 
segments of overall recreational trail. 
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6.  PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 

A public information meeting was held on September 14, 2011 at the East 
Greenbush Town Hall to present the project findings and recommendations of the 
study.  Prior to the formal presentation an open house was conducted to allow for an 
informal exchange of information. In addition, the meeting served as a platform for 
discussion between the project team and members of the community. The members 
of the community where encouraged to provide written comments and feedback 
regarding the project that would be incorporated into the study. 

 
Several written comments were received during and after the meeting. All of the 
written comments that were submitted as well as an attendance list for the public 
meeting are included in the appendix of this report. 
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7.  SUMMARY AND NEXT STEPS 

The Vision for the Albany- Hudson Electric Trail is to provide a non motorized path 
along the former Albany Hudson Electric Trolley line for 15 miles connecting the City 
of Rensselaer to the North to the Village of Nassau to the South. The path of the trail 
would go through the Towns of East Greenbush, Schodack and Nassau.  This study 
has been prepared to provide the trail sponsors and local officials with additional 
information of the trail specifics and the actions to be completed to advance the 
project. The following are the studies key findings: 

 The current cost estimate to complete the entire 15 mile trail ranges between 
5.5 - $9.4 million dollars. 

 There does not appear to be any significant historical or environmental 
obstacles to the completion of the trail. 

 The completion of the trail will require 29 minor road crossings, 8 major road 
crossings and 4 bridges. 

 The planning and design of the trail must be approved by National Grid as 
they own the bulk of the ROW where the trail will be located. 

 Building the trail in segments is recommended to allow for phased 
implementation, funding purposes and to gain public support for the eventual 
completion of the entire vision. 

 Advancing segment #2 (from US Route 4 to the Schodack town line) as the 
first segment is recommended. 

This Feasibility Study is a first step towards the creation of the Albany-Hudson 
Electric Trail. The next steps towards implementation include the following: 

1. Identify Project Leadership: Identify a project champion that would take 
ownership of the project. 

2. Advisory Group: establish a group of interested parties including agencies, 
advocates, public officials, etc to guide the project development 

3. Seek Funding Sources: Examine potential sources for additional planning design 
and construction. 

4. Design Development: Develop detailed designs for the trail starting with the 
highest priority segment. 

5. National Grid review: Initiate the required review of the designs by National Grid 
and reach necessary agreements for use of their ROW. 

6. Environmental Review (SEQRA):  Conduct environmental reviews and obtain 
permit as needed including cultural, historic and natural resources.  

7. Construction: Once all design are complete and necessary approvals and funding 
is obtained 
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8. Operation and Maintenance:  Arrange for ongoing care, maintenance and repair 
of the trail.  A “Friends of the Trail” group could assume some of these 
responsibilities. 

This Study has helped refine the vision of the Albany-Hudson Electric Trail.  
Completing a project of this magnitude has many challenges and may it take a long 
time to achieve the entire vision.  However, once completed it could be a valuable 
resource for the residents of Rensselaer County.    

  

 

 

 




































