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Reservoir; began implementing our county-wide We are so grateful for your support.

conservation plan with its emphasis on land protec-
tion for climate resiliency; and continued our trail
building in Troy and on the new Empire State Trall,
among many other activities Welcome New Staff

RLT welcomed Janie
Sullivan from the Siena
College AmeriCorps
VISTA Fellowship pro-
gram. Janie is a recent
college graduate from

Thank you,
Kristina Younger

As always, none of this work can happen without the
generous support of our members and friends and
the assistance of our many conservation allies here
in Rensselaer County and throughout the Capital
Region
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News

Rensselaer Land Trust

Annual Meeting * November 17 ¢ 4 p.m.

BUSINESS MEETING

Board Member Election
Conservation Planning for 2020
Blue Bird Society Induction

AWARD HONREES

¥R \blunteer of the
Year Award

Frank Sorrento,
Kinderhook Creek
Nature Preserve
Volunteer

William Niemi
Conservation
Leadership Award
Teri Ptacek,
Executive Director of
Agricultural
Stewardship
Association

How to Help

Join Our Major Event Planning Team

Would you enjoy planning an extravaganza all your
friends will be talking about?! If so, we need you! We
want to create a signature event to put RLT on the
social calendar - one that's fun and memorable
and that will raise critical funds for local land, water,
and wildlife habitat conservation. Join our volunteer
team to create an event. Contact John Winter (jwin-
ter@renstrust.org) or Julie Moore (julie@renstrust.
org) to join our efforts.

Renew, Renew, Renew

Your annual membership is the lifeblood of RLT. All we
do is because of you. Invite your family and friends
to become members and ask them to invite their
friends, too. Renewals start in early 2020; new mem-
bers can join any time. Visit www.renstrust.org to
become a member.

Join our Woodland Guardian Program

Head to our website and join our monthly giving pro-
gram, it's secure and easy to make a long-term com-
mitment to local land conservation. RLT benefits by
receiving a steady source of revenue. Please consider
making monthly donations that fit within your bud-
get.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

H ,~ 8 Dan Boganis an Assistant

s Professor of Environmental
Studies and Sciences at
Siena College

Lecture: Investigating Eastern Coyote (Canis la-
trans) Diet Ecology in Suburban Albany and Rural
Rensselaer Landscapes

Tickets $30/pp

Host Committee $100/pp

Buffet dinner included.

Brown'’s Brewing Co.'s Revolution Hall

RSVP AT WWW.RENSTRUST.ORG

Business Membership or Sponsorship

Invite your employer to become an RLT business
member or sponsor. Not only will they be showing
their support for land conservation, water quality
protection, and biodiversity protection in the place
they do business, they'll get great local publicity for
their generosity. RLT has hundreds of members
and donors and receives thousands of visits to the
website each year. Make sure your employer gets
noticed through RLT. Information for business sup-
porters can be found at www.renstrust.org.

State Employees Payroll Deductions

NYS employees can donate to RLT through the
New York State Employees Federated Appeal (a.k.a.
SEFA). To get started, visit www.sefanys org, fill
out the form, and give it to your SEFA Agency Coor-
dinator. Invite your colleagues and friends to do the
same.

Bequests

Remember RLT in your will and life insuance policy.
Join several RLT members who have provided a be-
quest to RLT as part of their estate planning. Talk to
us about sample language for your will or for infor-
mation on other estate planning tools such as chari-
table trusts and annuities. Learn more here: www.
renstrust.org/get-involved/legacy

2019 NEWS

A Long Queue of Land Protection Projects
RLT has no fewer than eight land protection proj-
ects in discussion with landowners. These include
new properties for our land trust as well expan-
sions of existing RLT-conserved lands and are lo-
cated in both urban and rural areas throughout the
County. Protecting these diverse places will help
us achieve our goal of protecting 10,000 acres of
critical wildlife habitat and enhancing climate resil-
iency in Rensselaer County by 2030. We look for-
ward to sharing news about these special places
as they come to fruition. As always, we welcome
your referrals to friends and neighbors who are in-
terested in conserving their land.

Land Trust Alliance Re-Accreditation

We submitted the application for our second re-
accreditation with the Land Trust Alliance thereby
renewing our commitment to follow the Standards
and Practices that provide confidence to the land-
owners that trust us to steward their land in per-
petuity. RLT was one of the first accredited land
trusts in the country. The Alliance will inform us of
their decision on re-accreditation in 2020.

Putting RLT’s Conservation Plan to Work

A key goal of RLT's 2018-2030 county-wide land
conservation plan is to assist municipalities in bet-
ter understanding their land conservation oppor-
tunities. Over the past year, RLT has been working
with the towns of East Greenbush and Poestenkill in
preparing Natural Resource Inventories. These doc-
uments, which often include extensive mapping,
describe the forests, wetlands, surface and ground
waters, farmland, and cultural resources in a com-
munity and are used for land-use planning. RLT's
work in municipal NRI preparation is supported by
NYSDEC's Hudson River Estuary Program.

Engaging the Next Generation of
Conservationists

Troy After-School Nature Program — Janie Sullivan,
our 2019 VISTA fellow, is leading an after-school
environmental education for young people in Troy
in partnership with the Boys and Girls Club. Activi-
ties include nature journaling, leaf rubbing, making
recycled paper, and creating bird seed ornaments,
among others. Bringing nature to young people
may inspire them to protect it and one day become
the next generation of conservationists.

New Land Acquisition in Troy and Brunswick: Poesten Kill Bends

In 2019 we partnered with Rensselaer Plateau Alliance to purchase the 76-acre Poesten Kill Bends property
in Troy and Brunswick. The parcel includes woodlands, wetlands, and a meadow habitat for pollinators. The
property is excellent for walking and running, birding, and enjoying nature, and is much loved by the local
community. With support from both land trusts, the property will be managed by a committee of volunteers
who will take part in management decisions and help take care of the land. Protecting Poesten Kill Bends also
furthers RLT's strategy for improving climate change resiliency in Rensselaer County. At a time when we are
seeing more frequent and stronger storms, conserving forests like this one can help reduce flood damage by
absorbing rain, holding stream banks in place, and storing carbon dioxide. More than 60 generous donors
supported the acquisition for RLT. Phase 2 of the project, which involves creating a parking area and improv-
ing access to the site will continue through 2019. Additional financial support is needed for this work.

hoto Credit Annie Jacobs
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Key 2018 Projects

Drinking Water Protection at the
Tomhannock Reservoir

With our partners the Agricultural Stewardship As-
sociation and the Rensselaer Plateau Alliance we are
reaching out to landholders in the Tomhannock wa-
tershed to purchase conservation easements and
fee-simple title to key parcels that will help keep the
water in the reservoir clean. We are also developing
water quality management educational materials
for landowners. In 2018 we identified several early
candidates for land acquisition. The program, a first
for Rensselaer County, is supported by NYSDEC and
runsuntil2021. We invite allour membersandfriends
to spread the word about the program to landown-
ers they know in the Tomhannock Reservoir area.

Hudson River Fish Advisory Project: “Fish for
Fun, Not for Food”

Since 2014 RLT has partnered with River Haggie
Outdoors, a capital region environmental educa-
tion provider, to reach out to fisherfolk who may
intend to consume their catch from the Hudson
River and its tributaries. While water quality in the
Hudson River has generally improved in recent
years, fish caught from the river remain unsafe
to eat, especially for women of child-bearing age
and children under 15 years of age. Others may
eat only certain species and in very limited quan-
tities. Our audience includes fishers from Rens-
selaer, Albany, Columbia and Greene counties.
Qutreach activities include tabling and educational
events at the New York State Museum; schools
districts; after-school programs; summer enrich-
ment programs; libraries; and community events.

Playing Outdoors

Through our partnership with Rensselaer Plateau
Alliance we offered an exciting and enjoyable collec-
tion of hikes and walks, including winter snowshoe
hikes and the new Rensselaer Naturalist Series. As
always, we hope to bring families and especially
young people back outdoors - and away from
their bluescreens for a few hours. Visit our website
(www.renstrust,org) and the RLT Facebook page
for news and schedules about upcoming hikes
and events. We hope to see you out on the traill

Trailblazing!

RLT is partnering with several allies in expanding
the trail system in Rensselaer County. Work contin-
ues on our Albany-Hudson Electric Trailhead project
in Schodack, near Nassau Lake. The Hudson River
Greenway is providing funding to RLT to own and op-
erate a trailhead along the 35-mile AHET walking trail
that willextend fromthe border with Columbia County
to the City of Rensselaer and is part of the larger 750
mile New York Empire Trail. RLT bought several par-
cels in late 2018 to serve as the site for the trailhead
and is expecting to complete construction by 2020.
In Troy, RLT is partnering with the City and an array of
trail champions to enhance the Narrows Cascades &
Heritage Trail in South Troy. RLT's Staalesen Preserve
is a key component of the trail system in this part of
Troy. Also in Troy, RLT is working with businesses in
the Rensselaer Technology Park to improve the walk-
ing trail system there.

Planning for the Future

RLT received a grant from the NYS Conservation
Partnership Program grant to work with a fundrais-
ing consultant to help us design and implement our
development activities for the next several years. We
welcome your suggestions and referrals to potential
new fundraising prospects. We received a second
grant from the Conservation Partnership Program
for our Trail Crew. These generous and hardworking
volunteers maintain and improve our preserves and
with our stewards serve as RLT's eyes and ears out
on the land. These planning and training efforts build
upon a strategic plan and calendar that the Board
and Staff prepared this year. To keep RLT current and
energized with the latest in land conservation and
development approaches, we have implemented a
strategic planning update process. Work will begin in
late 2019 on a new plan for the early to mid-2020s.

2018 Annual Report

FINANCIAL DATA GIFTS
INCOME GRANTS
Member Contributions $64,785 Greenway Heritage Conservancy HRV, INC.
) Health Research Inc.— Hudson River Estuary Program
Water Quality Improvement Grant $375,000

WQIP Note: Advance payment for program expenditures

Other Contributions (gifts & grants) $112,333
Contributed Conserved Land Value $77700
Land Stewardship Donation $8400
Interest Income $175
TOTAL $638,393
EXPENSE

Payroll Expense $62,067
Payroll Taxes $5,542
Prof Services/Grant Implementation $109,655
Supplies and Equipment $13,043
Conference & Meetings $230
Insurance $3,943
Membership Dues $1,200
Mileage Reimbursement $304
Internet Transaction Fees $840
Postage & Delivery $1,359
Printing & Publications $1,242
Rent & Utilities $4,035
Telecommunications $730
TOTAL $204,189

Land Trust Alliance
MetLife Foundation
Volunteer Project Fund
RBC Foundation-USA
State of New York

CORPORATE PARTNERS

Amazon Smiles
Hannaford Community Cash-CLYNK

SPONSORSHIPS

Brookfield Renewables

Browns Brewing Company

Honest Weight Food Coop

United Group of Companies

United Way of the Greater Capital Region, Inc.

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS

GE Foundation Matching
Gift Program

TRIBUTE GIFTS

In Memory of Robert Ingalls
Ephraim and Elana Glinert

In Memory of Glen Martin
Anthony Garner

Business Members
Marinstein & Marinstein Esgs., PLLC
Planning4Places, LLC

In-Kind Donations

Fred Alm and Sharon Bedford
Dave Aikens

Peter Armstrong

Russell Armstrong

Bella Napoli

Dale Blanchet

Mike Boucher

Brown's Brewing Company

John Bulmer
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Chez Mike

City of Troy

Nick Conrad

Kathy Cooke

Bob Crowley
Cumberland Farms
DelisIcious

Fred Demay

Joe Durkin

Francille Egbert
Empire Wine

Dave Esmond
FRA_MAR Farms
Anthony Garner
David Gaskell

Mary Hall

Hankle Lumber Incorporate
Hannaford

Deborah Hartz
Jenny Hixon

Honest Weight Food Coop
Dr. David Hunt

John Husson

John Hoffman

Fred Holford

Marcia Hopple

Alice Howard

lllium Café

Michael Jensen

Ellen Kozlowsk

Sally Lawrence
Lucas Confectionery
Scott Morley

Bill Niemi

Joe O'Brien

Old Dailey Inn
Thomas Phillips
Chuck Porter

Price Chopper
Rensselaer County
Rensselaer County Historical Society
Russell Sage Colleges
Paul Schroeder
Brian Shaughnessy
James Slavin

Frank Sorrento
Linda Stadtlander
Marcy Steinberg

St. Timothy's Church
Tara Kitchen

Mike Thatcher

The Fresh Market
John Tiff

Town of Nassau
Trees for Tribs
Kristina and Mark Younger
John Winter

Peter Wood

Watershed Circle $3,000 +
llse Godfrey

Craig Johnson

Robert McCarthy

Margaret and Tom Phillips
Catherine Stevens

The Makowski Trust

Kristina and Mark Younger

Land Steward $1,000-$2,999
Susan and Tom Blandy

Bob Crowley

Barbara Cutler and Derek Bruening
Joseph Durkin

Sharon Bedford and Fred Alm
Lucy and David Gaskell

Naomi Ingalls

Sally Lawrence

William Niemi

Karen and Chet Opalka

Advocate $500-$999
Janice Bell

Mark Bertozzi

David Fleming, Jr.

Alice and Harold Howard
John Meierhoffer

Ed Miller

Liz McLean and Nick Conrad
Emily and Ed Rosen

Debbie and John Wen

Sustaining $250-$499

Anne Burton

Anthony Garner

Betty and John Siedhoff

Carl Cipperly

David Aikens

Dorothy Barnes and Irv Stephens
Elana and Ephraim Glinert
Elizabeth Reid and DeweyHill
Francille Egbert

Gail Landrigan

Geoff Dunn

Hannaford Community Cash Clynk
Jean and Charles Sheviak
Jennifer and Robert Newton
Joyce Diwan

Karen and Jeffrey Ross

Kathy and John Munn

Kelly Colgan-Azar

Laura and Ed Degenhart

Lisa Lindquist

Lois and Michael Jensen

Lyn Howard and Jack Alexander
Mary Abbott

Nancy Nichols and Scott Morely
Peter Bakal

Peter R. Wood and Peter M. Cottrell
Sharon Bonk

Supporter $100-$249
Judy and Roger Armstrong
Judith and Alex Beers
Diane and Don Bell

JillRembetski and James Bonesteel

Harriet and David Borton

Donna and David Boyles

Sylke Chesterfield and Brian Zweig
Jane and Richard Buck

Wendy Carey

Charles Porter and Connie LaPorta
Kathleen and Ronald Cooke
Barbara and Paul Counterman

Nicholas DeMeo and Cynthia Doran

Fred DeMay

Maria and Candida Dos Santos
Robin Dropkin

Elaine Ellis

Lorraine and Jeff English
Raymond Essiembre

Linda Filarecki

Blair and James Fosburgh
Shariand Richard Gibbs

Linda and John Gowdy

Steven Greenstein

Challen Hammer

Nathan Hans

Deborah and John Hartz
Margaret and Jonathan Harvey
John Hinzelman

Jennifer Hixon

June and Stanley Hmielenski
Linda and Drew Holcomb

Jane Husson

Marc lorio

Jim and Jane Otto

Claudia Kavenagh and Joel Giller
Susan and Andre Lascari
Susan Lawrence

Patricia Liddle

Patrick Madden

Karen and Paul Maher

Paul Marcus

Maria Mccashion

Eileen and Keith McDermott
Amanda Messineo

Linda and Lloyd Miller

Pauline and Fred Miller
Ovsanna and Mihran Mooradian
Judith Morlock

Mary and Stephen Muller
Patricia and John Mulligan
Judith and Alex Nardacci
Daniel O'Brien

Rae and Tom O'Connor
Elizabeth Orfan

Priscilla Fairbank & Owen Goldfarb
Linda and Robert Peterson

Joy and Brian Pratt

Bob Armao and Rebecca Rector
Nancy Reich

Alison Grant and Fred Ricard
David Schmidt

Martha Schroeder

Denise and Robert Schwed
Linda and John Sheehan
Donna Simms

Millcent and Richard Smith
Rosemarie and John Sniezyk

Mary Lynch and Rudy Stegemoeller

Maren and Fred Stein
Margaret and Howard Stoner
Arthur Venne

Village of Valley Falls, NY

Jo and Gary Von Bieberstein
Jim Walter

John and Christine Ward
Yvonne and Darrell Welch
Sharon and Lewis Zankel

Family $50-$99

Susan Scrimshaw and Allan Stern
Annette Argyros

Eidin Beirne

Russell and Deborah Bennett
Jennifer Betsworth

Susan and John Brady
Charles Braverman

Jean and Jeffrey Briggs

Doris and Sid Brown

Roberta and Bernard Buff
Maryjo and David Burton
Maureen and Kevin Cox

Jim de Waal Malefyt

Beth and Bob Delaney
Michael Dirac

Vivian and Robert Donnelly
Jennifer O'Neil and Elton Dise
Tina Linden and Hoby Erbert
Marie and Joe Erkes

Patricia and David Flint
Lilajane Frascarelli

Mary and Ross French

Janice Joyce and Henry Frueh
Elizabeth and Stephen Fry
Clark Galloway

Rita Gavin

Marjorie Geiger

Pat Harrington and George Wilson
Kelliand Chris Hawver
Nicholas Helper

Lori Hershenhart

Marcia Hopple

Tim and Sarah Howard

Mary Krenceski and Jim Tkacik
Sandra and Michael Judge
Valerie and Charles Kavanaugh
Christina and John Kelly
Terry Klein

Michelle LeClair

Rick Lederer-Barnes

Carol and Douglas Leith
James and Kathy Levy

Leo and Martha Levy

John Lurski

Janet Nguyen and Mark Keenan
Robert Matthews

Fred McCagg

Judy Meyer

Jim Mounteer

Dorothy and James Murray
Mary Otto

John and Jane Pattison
Nina Pattison

Stephen Pentak

Janet Poole

Jean and Robert Poppei
Chuck Porter

Cindy and Joe Pulito

Eric Randall

Sandra and Darrell Richards
Rachel Riemann Akera
Anne and Peter Rokeach
Lewis and Gretchen Rubenstein
Judith and Frederik Rusch
Barbara and K. John Russell
Mary Frances Sabo

Sand Lake Garden Club
Alysan Slighter

Deanna Smith

Marty and Connie Steinbach
Cathy and Charles Sullivan
Taconic Hiking Club

Hariet and John Temps
Mohan and Jane Thapa
Catherine Tracy

Mary Ann Van Alstyne
George Vollimuth

Individuals $30-$49
Mary Aylward

Scott Bendett

Frederick and Veronica Bockis
Eric Budesheim

Wanda Chenot

Mary Jo Conover
Jennifer Dean

Dan DeCondio

Karen Frankey
Maryalice Garrigan
Ingrid Haeckel

Mary and Michael Hall
Joe and Lori Herkenham

William Hetzer
Lyn Howard

Lisa and Pierce Hoyt
Elizabeth Ingalls
Ann Jardine
Karen Jones
Andrew Kawczak
Kathy Keyser

Eric Kiel

Mark King

Dennis Lang
Jeffrey Levitt
Marion McBride
Tom McCay
Cynthia Mulford
Joyce Musco
Susan and Neil Roberts
Kenneth Runquist
Miriam Russell
Marilyn Schmidt
Charlene Shafer
Joshua Sidoti
Richard Sinclair
Frank Sorrento
Steve Spiegel
Marcy Steinberg
Ross Sterantino
Florence Strang
Selina Styslinger
Christine Traskos
Lee Traver

Barb Treiber

Ruth VanBrocklen
Martha Waldman
Jeanne Wilson
Jevon Wood

Contribtors $29 or less
Dale Blanchet

Wendy Cooper

Julia Damkoehler
Loraine Geragosian

Judi Kavaney




