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As always, your generosity drives our shared mission 

of land protection, nature appreciation, and communi-

ty conservation education in Rensselaer County. 2017 

year was one of action and planning with new lands pro-

tected and future directions defined. We have a big new 

commitment to protecting water quality, a gorgeous 

new riverside preserve, and two exciting new planning 

documents that will carry us forward over the coming 

years. Turning our plans into reality will take plenty of 

financial resources so we’ve highlighted a few ways we 

can continue to build RLT together. Thank you!

With appreciation,

J O H N  W I N T E R

From the 
Executive 
Director

The Rensselaer Land Trust is a mature organization 

with deep roots and growing branches. We were stable 

and steadfast through staff transition in 2017 and have 

solid plans for the future that have been recognized as 

“Best Practice” by the American Planning Association 

Upstate Chapter. Our partners, including the Hudson 

River Greenway, the Estuary Program, and the Open 

Space Institute, are looking to us to do more.  We are 

saying yes, knowing that we have the support of our 

members to do so.  

Thank you.

K R I S T I N A  Y O U N G E R

From 
the Board 
President

Young Bog’s Nature Preserve



Water Quality Improvement Program 

Land Acquisition Grant

RLT and its partners, the Agricultural Stewardship As-

sociation and the Rennselaer Plateau Alliance, were 

selected to receive a $1.5 million grant from NYS De-

partment of Environmental Conservation to purchase 

land for water quality protection in the Tomhannock 

watershed. The Tohannock is the drinking water supply 

for more than half of the county’s residents and busi-

nesses. This grant, the largest ever received by RLT, will 

provide three years of funding to RLT and our partners 

to buy hundreds of acres of conservation easements 

and fee-owned parcels on privately-held land on the 

shoreline and along streams that feed the reservoir. 

Featherweald Preserve

RLT’s newest protected property is a 44-acre gem along 

the Hoosic River in the town of Cambridge in Washing-

ton County (our first protected land outside of Rensse-

lear County). Home to a great blue heron rookery and 

located in an area with nesting bald eagles, the planned 

preserve will be ideal for bird watching. Featherweald 

was a gift to RLT from Lisa Lindquist, Ilse Godfrey, and 

Craig Johnson in memory of their parents. RLT received 

a New York State Conservation Partnership Program 

Grant to prepare a management plan (mostly to protect 

Key 2017 Projects
the heron rookery) and make access improvements to 

the property before we open it to the public. 

2018 to 2030 Land Conservation Plan 

The County Conservation Plan is complete and ready 

for implementation by RLT and our land protection part-

ners! While most of the work was done in 2017 the plan 

was finalized and presented to county and municipal 

leaders over the past several months. The plan identi-

fies and maps more than 37,000 priority acres among 

five natural resource targets: ecologic, water quality, 

agriculture, scenic, and climate change resiliency for 

biodiversity - and sets an ambitious goal of protecting 

10,000 of these key acres by 2030. 

Hudson River Access Plan

This key RLT planning tool was begun in 2017 and fin-

ished this year. The Hudson River Access Plan provides 

recommendations to government leaders for improved 

access to 44 sites along the entire Rensselaer County 

riverfront. RLT’s continuing role will be to assist county 

and municipal leaders in securing funding to complete 

the projects – many of which are smaller scale and 

affordable. Once these projects are completed, Rens-

selaer County will have a significantly more accessible 

riverfront.
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Albany-Hudson Electric Trail 

The Hudson River Greenway is providing funding to RLT 

to own and operate a trailhead in the Town of Schodack 

along the 35 mile AHET. The AHET is a 35-mile walking 

trail running from Columbia County to the City of Rens-

selaer and is part of the larger 750 mile Empire Trail. 

RLT will buy several parcels in late 2018 to develop the 

trailhead near Nassau Lake which is expected to be 

completed in 2019.  

Protected Land Assignments from

Open Space Institute

OSI is changing their land protection methodology and 

is making local lands available to land trusts throughout 

the eastern US. RLT has been selected to be assigned 

two significant parcels in Rensselaer County and is 

currently developing conservation easements for the 

properties.

New Conservation Easements

Landowner interest in protecting their properties con-

tinues to be high. RLT has a queue of exciting projects 

under consideration. Stay tuned!

2018 News
Land Trust Re-Accreditation

We’re gearing up for our second re-accreditation for 

the Land Trust Alliance. One of the first accredited land 

trusts in the country, we will prepare our documenta-

tion in late 2018 for submittal in 2019, renewing our 

commitment to follow the Standards and Practices that 

provide confidence to the landowners that trust us to 

steward their land in perpetuity.

New Strategic Plan

It’s time to update our organizational strategic plan. 

Over the past several months RLT’s board and staff 

have been hard at work finalizing our programming for 

the next several years. Coupled with our land conserva-

tion plan and its goal to protect 10,000 acres by 2030, 

we’ll soon have an exciting set of tools to chart the fu-

ture of your land trust. And, late in 2018 we’ll be sub-

mitting a NYS Conservation Partnership Program grant 

proposal to hire a fundraising consultant and coach to 

help us attract the considerable amount of money we 

need to make it all happen. 

New Outings, Events, and Outreach

Watch the website (www.renstrust,org) and the RLT 

Facebook page for news and schedules about upcom-

ing hikes and events. Once again we’ll offering a winter 

snowshoe and hiking series to keep us all active during 

the colder months. We continue to expand our online 

and social media reach so expect to see us in new places 

and with new allies.

RENNSEL AER L AND TRUST

Here’s what’s new at your land trust.

Kinderhook Creek Preserve Bog Walk



How to Help
New for 2019! Join Our Major Event 

Planning Team

Do you like to put on a party?! Would you enjoy planning 

an extravangza all your friends will be talking about?! If 

so, we need you! We want to create a signature event 

to put RLT on the social calendar - one that’s fun and 

memorable and that will raise lots of money for local 

land conservation. Join our volunteer team to create 

the event. Contact John Winter (jwinter@renstrust.org) 

or Julie Moore (julie@renstrust.org) to sign-up. 

Renew, Renew, Renew  

(Your annual membership)

Your membership is the lifeblood of RLT. All we do is be-

cause of you. Invite your family and friends to become 

members and ask them to invite their friends too. Re-

newals start in early 2019; new members can join any 

time. Visit www.renstrust.org to sign up.

Join our Woodland Guardian Program

Go to www.renstrust.org to make a monthly recurring 

donation with your credit card. It’s a fast, easy, and a 

no fuss way to make a long-term commitment to local 

land conservation. RLT benefits by receiving a steady 

source of revenue and a more predictable cash flow. 

Please make a monthly donation of $100, $50, or $25 

today. Thank you!

Business Membership or Sponsorship 

Give at home; give at work. Invite your employer to be-

come an RLT business member or sponsor. Not only will 

they be showing their support for land conservation, 

water quality protection, and biodiversity protection in 

the place they do business they’ll get great local public-

ity for their generosity. RLT has hundreds of members 

and donors and receives thousands of visits to the web-

site each year. Make sure your employer gets noticed 

at RLT. Invite your employer to visit www.renstrust for 

information on our business options. 

State Employees Payroll Deductions

NYS employees can donate to RLT through the New 

York State Employees Federated Appeal (a.k.a. SEFA). 

To get started, visit www.sefanys.org, fill out the form, 

and give it to your SEFA Agency Coordinator. Invite your 

colleagues and friends to do the same.

Bequests

Remember RLT in your will and life insurance policy. 

Join several RLT members who have provided a bequest 

to RLT as part of their end of life planning. Talk to us 

about sample language for your will or for information 

on other estate planning tools such as charitable trusts 

and annuities.
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Keeping land conservation vital 
requires strong financial support. 
All we do is because of you!
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I N C O M E

Member Contributions

Grants

Stewardship

Interest

T O TA L

E X P E N S E

Payroll Expense

Payroll Tax

Professional Services: Grants

Advertising/Outreach

Accountant

Supplies and Equipment

Rent/Utilities/Phone

Travel

Depreciation

Conferences

Insurance

Printing and Pubication

Postage and delivery

Internet fees

All Other

T O TA L

$85,973

$98,060

$15,000

$99

$ 1 9 9 , 1 3 2

$54,817

$4,619

$71,189

$3,107

$4,035

$10,611

$4,838

$173

$192

$133

$3,810

$2,059

$1,306

$1,186

$10

$ 1 6 2 , 0 8 5

S P O N S O R S H I P S

Brookfield Renewables

Redfin

C O R P O R AT E 

M AT C H I N G  G I F T S

GE Foundation Matching 

Gift Program

G R A N T S

Greenway Heritage 

    Conservancy HRV, INC.

Health Research Inc.

Hudson River Estuary    

    Program

Land Trust Alliance

Peter and Carmen Lucia 

   Buck Foundation

RBC Foundation--USA

State of New York

The Sage Colleges

G I F T S

T R I B U T E  G I F T S

In Honor of Bob Crowley

John Rowen

In Honor of Sarah Ingalls

Natalie Weinstein

In Honor of  

Trix Niernberger

Patricia Stauffer

In Honor of Kathe Kennedy

Francesca Anzola

In Honor of  

Eduardo & Joan Anzola

Francesca Anzola

F I N A N C I A L  D ATA

In Honor of Francille Egbert

Emily Ruckdeschel

In Honor of Joseph Durkin

George Weissman

In Honor of 

Marcy Steinberg

Paul & Bernice Kessler

In Memory of

Charles Schmelkin

Mr. Martin Schmelkin

In Memory of 

Dr. Glenn Martin

Anthony Garner  

& Brian Zweig



Business Members
Boght & Oakwood Vet.  Clinics

CSRA

Seed Engineering and Solar

Shulmand Howard & McPherson LLP

Trustco Bank

In Kind Donations
Sharon Bedford and Fred Alm

Bella Napoli

Berlin Mountain Fish & Game Club

Boy Scout Troop 525 

Lynn Bogan

Brown’s Brewing Company

John Bulmer

Chez Mike

City of Troy

Nick Conrad

Bob Crowley

Cumberland Farms

Deli•Icious

Joe Durkin

Francille Egbert

Empire Wine

FRA_MAR Farms

Anthony Garner

David Gaskell

Gregory Gaskell

Hannaford

Jenny Hixon

Honest Weight Food Coop

Fred Holford

Hal Howard

Dr. David Hunt

Illium Café

Eric Kiel

Sally Lawrence

Lucas Confectionery

Fran Martino

Blake Metzger

Scott Morley

Bob Newton 

Trix Niernberger

Old Dailey Inn

Joe O’Brien

Anthony Pastizzo

Thomas Phillips

Price Chopper

Rensselaer County

Rensselaer Cty. Historical Society

Russell Sage Colleges

Paul Schroeder

Brian Shaughnessy

Frank Sorrento

Marcy Steinberg

St. Timothy’s Church

Tara Kitchen

The Fresh Market

Town of Nassau

Trees for Tribs

Jim Watkinson

George Wilson

Peter Wood

Kristina Younger

Watershed Circle 

$3,000+
Bob McCarthy

Peg Phillips and Tom Phillips, DVM

R. A. Hunsdorfer Foundation

Catherine J. Stevens

Christine Young

Kristina and Mark Younger

Land Steward 

$1,000-$2,999
Anonymous

Sharon Bedford and Fred Alm

Susan and Tom Blandy

Patricia Zalinka-Cook & Edwin Cook

Barbara Cutler

Joseph Durkin

Lucy and David Gaskell

Linda and John Gowdy

Harold and Alice Howard

Naomi Ingalls

Sally Lawrence

Liz McLean and Nick Conrad

William Niemi

Karen and Chet Opalka

Bethany and Paul Schroeder

JudyAnn Wade

Advocate 

$500-$999
David Aikens

Beskid Family 

Bob Crowley

Hannaford Community Cash 	    

    CLYNK

Joe Herkenham

Susan Nelsen

Debbie and John Wen

Sustaining 

$250-$499
Mary Abbott

Peter Bakal

Dorothy Barnes and Irv Stephens

Janice Bell

Mark Bertozzi

Lynn Bogan

Sharon Bonk

Judy and Ed Brown

Anne E. Burton

Carl Cipperly

Kathleen Corbett

Laura and Ed Degenhart

Nicholas DeMeo

Joyce Diwan

Shirley and Gerald Dunn

Geoff Dunn

Francille Egbert

James D. Fischbeck

Veronica Fitzgerald Kaedy  

& Gordon Kaedy

Blair and James Fosburgh

Anthony Garner

Marcia Hanson

Margaret and Jonathan Harvey

Linda and Drew Holcomb

Jeanne Holm

Lois and Michael Jensen

Nancy Kelley

Philip A. Lance

Maggie Leary

Sean Madden

Linda and Lloyd Miller

Nancy Nichols and Scott Morley

Jennifer and Robert Newton

Deborah and Stephen Pentak

Edwina and Alan Randall

Elizabeth Reid and Dewey Hill

Karen and Jeffrey Ross

Jean and Charles Sheviak

Maren and Fred Stein

Elizabeth and David Trickey

Christine Vanderlan

Peter Wood

Sharon and Lewis Zankel

Supporter

$100-$249
Gayle Anderson & Sidney Fleisher

Anonymous

Judy and Roger Armstrong

Elizabeth Meer and Andrew Beers

Eidin Beirne

Harriet and David Borton

Donna and Dave Boyles

Roberta and Bernard Buff

Wendy Carey

Vivian and Martin Conboy

Bonnie V. Cook

Jessie and Andy Davis

Mona DeMay

Lorraine and Jeff English

Linda Filarecki

Georgia Gallas

Ron Geuther

Shari and Dick Gibbs

Stacey Goldstein

Linda Griffin and Freling Smith

Mary Ellen and Joseph Grimaldi

Tim Halpin

Pat Harrington and George Wilson

Deborah Hartz

John Hinzelman

June and Stanley Hmielenski

Lyn Howard and Jack Alexander

Sarah and Tim Howard

Jane and John Husson

Marc Iorio

Vince and Kathy Jimino

Susan and Andre Lascari

James Levy

Patricia Liddle

Stephen Longtin

Ray Ludwig

Mary Lynch & Rudy Stegemoeller

Paul Marcus

Virginia Martin

Maria McCashion

Eileen and Keith McDermott

John Meierhoffer

Dale-Ila Riggs and Don Miles

Ed Miller

Ovsanna and Mihran Mooradian

Elizabeth and James Morely

Judith Morlock

Mary and Stephen Muller

Kathy and John Munn
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Dorothy and James Murray

Judith and Alex Nardacci

Patricia O’Brien

Rae and Tom O’Connor

Elizabeth Orfan

Jane and Jim Otto

Priscilla Fairbank & Owen Goldfarb

Theresa Page

Judith Powers

Joy and Brian Pratt

Bob Armao and Rebecca Rector

Nancy Reich

Deborah Reiter

Mary Frances Sabo

Martin Schmelkin

David Schmidt

Jennifer Schulaner

Denise and Robert Schwed

Jennifer Hixon and Tim Sergay

Linda and John Sheehan

Gregory Shields

Betty and John Siedhoff

Donna Simms

Millicent and Richard Smith

Rosemarie and John Sniezyk

Connie and Marty Steinbach

Ross Sterantino

Margaret and Howard Stoner

Cathy and Charles Sullivan

Betsy Palmer Thompson

Kimberly Tucci

Arthur Venne

Village of Valley Falls, NY

John and Christine Ward

David C. Warner

Susan and Bruce Watson

Anonymous

George Weissman

Yvonne and Darrell Welch

John Young

Brian Zweig

Family 

$50-$99
Dr. Luise K.  & Dr. Rolf W Ahlers

Melissa and Peter Anderson

Anonymous 

Francesca Anzola

Jennifer Betsworth

Susan and John Brady

Charles Braverman

Sarah Braymer

Stacey Bridge

Jane and Richard Buck

Laura Ryder and Corey Bufi

MaryJo and David Burton

Wanda Chenot

Shannon DeCelle

Michael Dirac

Jennifer O’Neill and Elton Dise

Vivian and Robert Donnelly

Tina Linden and Hoby Erbert

Joe and Marie Erkes

Joyce Forner

Karen Frankey

Lilajane Frascarelli

Mary and Ross French

Janice Joyce and Henry Frueh

Elizabeth and Stephen Fry

Cathy Gilchrist

Chris Glander

Alison Grant and Fred Ricard

Mary and F. Michael Hall

Challen Hammer

Virginia and Stephen Hanby

Chris Hawver

Lori Hershenhart

William Hetzer

Steven and Christine Hicks

Marcia Hopple

Lisa Hoyt

Ann Jardine

Mary and Richard Jones

Karen Jones

Chris and John Kelly

Paul and Bernice Kessler

Terry R. Klein

Connie LaPorta & Charles Porter

Sabra and David Larkin

Carol and Douglas Leith

Jeffrey A. Levitt

Martha and Leo Levy

Donald and Barbara Lohr

John W. Lurski

Janet Nguyen and Mark Keenan

Stephen Silverman & Mary Jane Guidon

Robert Matthews

Jan McCracken

Patricia and John Mulligan

Stefanie Neubert

Trix Niernberger

Daniel O’Brien

Jane and John Pattison

Emily Ruckdeschel

Judith and Frederik Rusch

Miriam Russell

Sand Lake Garden Club

Marilyn J. Schmidt

Alysan Slighter

Barbara and David Spink

Patricia A. Stauffer

Margaret Stein and Steve Davis

Shelly Stiles and Michael Batcher

Florence Strang

Taconic Hiking Club

Harriet and John Temps

Kathy and Peter Tolcser

George Vollmuth

Jo and Gary Von Bieberstein

Barbara and Jeff Walton

Jeanine Wisniewski

Individuals 

$30-$49
Anonymous

Mary F. Aylward

Dale Blanchet

Fred Bockis

James Bonesteel

Mariann Carcich

Sylke Chesterfield

David Chinery

Julia Damkoehler

Dan DeCondio

Beth and Bob Delaney

Raymond Essiembre

Maureen Evers

Arthur Fontijn

Susan Gallagher

Rita Gavin

Sheila Gordon

Christa Hay and Bob Addis

Kathleen Helfrich

Bonnie Hoag

John E. Johanson

Val Kavanaugh

Constance Kheel

Eric Kiel

Ellen Kozlowski

Dennis Lang

Michelle Leffler

Candace Lider

Patrick Madden

Fran Martino

Marion McBride

Leo’s Overhead Doors

Judy Meyer

Joyce Musco

Peg Olsen

Linda Maria Paga¡n

Caroline Patton

Linda and Robert Peterson

Susan and Neil Roberts

Kathleen Rocco

Christine Roman

Kenneth Runquist

Nancy Russomanno & Mike Esposito

Charlene Shafer

Martha and Claes Sjogreen

Raymond C. Smith, Jr.

Frank Sorrento

Justin Steinberg

Greg Taylor

Jennifer Theakos

Deb Tice

Catherine Tracy

Carol Trager

Chris Traskos

Barbara Treiber

Sue Van Hook

Nadia D. Winslow

Nancy Yule

Contributors 

$29 or less
Jackie Danner

Elaine Ellis

Marjorie Geiger

Loraine Geragosian

Mariann Molocznik

John Rowen

Richard Sinclair

Kathleen Stallmer

Mary Ann Van Alstyne
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