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The Johnson Family, Featherweald Preserve donors, on Opening Day

How Your Contribution Was Put to Good Use
On behalf of everyone at Rensselaer Land Trust, we
hope you and your loved ones remain well. We send
our heartfelt thanks to the many heroes serving
those affected by the pandemic.

RLT’s mission remains as it always has – protecting
open space, stewarding your properties, and getting
people outdoors into nature.
We have kept all of your nature preserves open during the pandemic and they have been well-used. Public visitation to RLT nature preserves has increased
dramatically as people throughout Rensselaer
County and from further afield have turned to the
outdoors for recreation, respite, and to strengthen
their spirits.

We write to share news of our activities since our last
report and to show you how your energy and enthusiasm for land conservation has inspired us during
these challenging times.

Volunteer Trail Crew at Kinderhook Creek Nature Preserve.
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Featherweald Nature Preserve, Buskirk

Volunteer Trail Crew at Tech Park, Troy

Social Distancing at Featherweald Nature Preserve, Buskirk, on Opening Day

Kinderhook Creek Preserve, East Nassau, parking lot expansion

We know there has never been a more critical time
to provide places to enjoy and appreciate the natural
world in our beautiful area.
Creating more nature preserves became more urgent
as predictions for a second phase of COVID-19 infections grew more prevalent. Hard work by volunteers,
board members, and staff over the past several
months enabled us to bring two new properties
online – Featherweald Nature Preserve in Buskirk and
the Albany-Hudson Electric trailhead in Schodack.
Featherweald Nature Preserve is a 45-acre woodland property located on a bluff overlooking the
Hoosic River and features several miles of walking
trails and a great blue heron rookery. To honor the
wishes of the donors we have dual objectives at this
preserve: first, we want to bring people into nature,
and second, we want to protect the sensitive heron
rookery. We will do both by welcoming guests yearround but limiting access to the rookery during nesting season in the spring and summer. The preserve
opened to the public on October 25, 2020. We invite
everyone to visit this lovely setting.
Featherweald Nature Preserve, Buskirk, rookery boundary
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In the coming weeks, RLT will be opening a trailhead
on the new Albany-Hudson Electric Trail, a 35-mile
multi-use trail that runs from the City of Rensselaer
to Greenport (in Columbia County). The trail is part
of the new Empire State Trail that runs 750 miles
from New York City to the Canadian border and from
Albany to Buffalo. RLT’s trailhead is located across
from Nassau Lake and offers vehicle and bicycle
parking alongside the trail. We expect the trail will
become one of the County’s premier recreational
amenities and a significant economic engine. RLT
partnered with the Hudson Valley Greenway in creating the trailhead and will maintain a 6.5-mile portion
of the trail in Schodack.

RLT’s Albany-Hudson Electric Trailhead and Parking Area, Schodack

RLT recently acquired another property in Schodack, the 57-acre Palmer Road Preserve, after the Schodack
Area Land Trust chose to dissolve and convey the property to RLT. We expect to open it to visitors in 2021 after
we conduct maintenance on the trail system.
And by the time you read this letter we will likely have closed on the acquisition of a 41-acre expansion to a RLT
nature preserve in the Town of Sand Lake. Once the transaction is finalized and amenities added, this parcel
should improve public access to one of our most unique preserves.
Looking ahead, we have several more properties in our acquisition queue. We are especially excited about our
neighborhood nature preserve initiative, which solidifies our commitment to ensuring equity is embedded in our land conservation work by creating green spaces in urban neighborhoods. We made a start on this
program by purchasing an undeveloped seven-acre parcel in Troy earlier this year. We look forward to adding
amenities to turn it into a peaceful sanctuary to be enjoyed by the surrounding neighbors.
Besides protecting land ourselves, we also supported others in doing so. In partnership with the NYS Hudson
River Estuary Program, we are helping the City of Rensselaer create a natural resource inventory to help
them better understand their natural resources for local land use planning.

Black Brook, Robert Ingalls Preserve, Stephentown
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We are pleased to announce that RLT was recently re-accredited by the
Land Trust Alliance. The accreditation seal represents RLT’s commitment
to our community and the land by maintaining fiscal accountability, ethical
business practices, strong organizational leadership, and lasting stewardship of the lands we have conserved. Our accreditation term runs until 2025.
This was RLT’s third accreditation. Back in 2008 RLT participated in the accreditation pilot program and was one of the first thirty-eight land trusts out
of over 1,700 in the nation to receive national accreditation status.
Finally, we want to share the organizational impact of COVID-19 on your land
trust. During the pandemic our priorities have been twofold: ensuring our
board, staff, and volunteers are safe; and keeping our staff employed during the financial downturn. Like many other organizations, RLT is operating
mostly from home offices and relies on online technology for meetings and
other gatherings. We anticipate this model will continue for the foreseeable
future.
And like others, we have had to re-evaluate our operations and our fundraising and outreach approaches to
respond to widespread job loss and financial uncertainty across the economy. We secured a PPL forgivable
loan through the federal government stimulus program and with the help of a development consultant hired
through a previous grant we have adjusted our fundraising and outreach approaches to reflect the new normal. We note too that a professional staffing grant and a transaction grant for the Poestenkill Bends Preserve
project were postponed due to state budget problems. Due to the pandemic our hikes and events remain
cancelled until further notice. We are following guidance from government health leaders to determine which
of our activities can be safely rescheduled. Watch our E-News, social media, and check the website at www.
renstrust.org for the latest news.
Thank you for reading this letter about our recent work. To learn more and to see our most recent annual
report visit the RLT website at http://www.renstrust.org. As always, we thank you for your support and hope
that this summary has helped you see how your gifts have made a difference in our community over the past
months. We recognize that there are many needy and worthy recipients for your giving and are honored and
inspired that you choose to support RLT.
As we look ahead to 2021, we invite you to contact us at 518-659-5263 to learn more, suggest where we might
do better, and hold us to our commitments, especially our recent pledge to ensure equity in our work.
Thank you for all you do for conservation. Stay safe and take care of one another,

Bob Crowley						
President of the Board of Directors

John Winter
Executive Director

Bob Crowley, Board President
Featherweald Nature Preserve Opening Day

John Winter, Executive Director
FeatherwealdNature
NaturePreserve
PreserveOpening
OpeningDay
Featherweald
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